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Brighton Area Schools 
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Another school year is quickly coming to an end. Thank you 
for providing us the opportunity to work with your children. 
We hope you all have a wonderful, relaxing summer vacation. 
Can’t wait to see you in the fall!! 
 
Have a wonderful week! 
Michelle, Sara, & Allison 
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Reinforcing Your Child’s IEP Goals Over the Summer 
By Amanda Morin, Understood 

 
If your child has an IEP, it may or may not cover summer. Some kids get extended school year services built into their IEPs, but many don’t. If your child 
isn’t attending a summer learning program, you may worry about how she’ll keep up while school’s out. But you can help reinforce her goals, even if she 
doesn’t have school services in the summer. Here’s how. 
 
Identify Summer-Friendly Goals 
Start by re-reading your child’s IEP plan. It’s the first place to turn when you’re trying to create a summer plan. Not all goals are things you can work on at 
home, however. When your child’s IEP team creates goals, its focus is on skills to help your child succeed in school. So some goals are designed to be 
worked on at school. For example, your child’s IEP may say, “Olivia will increase reading accuracy and fluency to a fourth-grade level. To do this, she’ll use a 
research-based reading program.” In that case, the goal is tied to a specialized reading program. You’re probably not trained to use that program. But there 
may be more general goals you can tackle, such as decoding words or learning how to use fractions. Your child may have goals that aren’t strictly academic, 
too. She may be working on social-emotional skills or functional goals. For example, one of her goals might be, “Olivia will identify and manage feelings 
(anxiety, stress) on a daily basis.” That’s something you can help her with at home. If your child has a behavior intervention plan, there’s even a description 
of how the teachers worked with her at school on this goal. You can use the same approach. 
 
Break IEP Goals Down Into Skills You Can Work On 
Looking over your child’s IEP can help remind you of the bigger goals she’s working toward. But goals span a whole year and aren’t met all at once. In many 
cases, it may make sense to focus over the summer on specific steps toward those goals. Think of each goal as sitting at the top of a ladder. There are many 
rungs your child has to climb to get there. Each rung is a skill she needs to learn to get to the next one. For example, before she can write a sentence using 
two different meanings of a word, she has to be able identify the different definitions. Sometimes an IEP plan breaks goals into smaller steps or skills 
already. If your child’s plan doesn’t, check her progress report or ask her teacher to help you list the skills that make up each goal. 
 
Plan Your Summer Program 
As you start getting ready for summer, make sure you get the support you and your child need. Here are some guidelines. 

 Meet with your child’s teacher and service providers. A few weeks before the end of the school year, talk to your child’s IEP team. The people 
on it can help you get a sense of her current skill level and which skills are most important to work on over the summer. You can also ask for activity 
suggestions, book lists and even work to take home over the summer. 

 Share goals with summer programs. If your child will be attending camp or summer school, take time to meet with the director before the 
program begins. Share the goals you’re working on. Ask what opportunities your child might have to practice those skills in her program. The more 
people who are working to reinforce learning, the more likely your child is to maintain her skills. 

 Be realistic about what you can accomplish. Trying to tackle too much can be counterproductive. Make a list of the top things you want to work 
on over the summer. And be specific. For example: “Olivia and I will read three books from her summer reading list and work on fractions for 20 
minutes every day.” 

 Find creative ways to work on skills. You can support your child’s learning in all sorts of ways. Take a field trip to a local science museum. Help 
her practice fractions and measurement while you cook together. You can even work on social skills and money management by having her order 
and pay at a restaurant. 
 

In addition to working on her IEP goals, don’t forget the real-life learning opportunities your child has during her summer vacation. It’s a good time to work 
on making friends and to explore her passions and strengths. But remember to build in some downtime, too! 
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Things to Do In the Surrounding Areas 

 

Sensory-Friendly Films at Select 
AMC Theatres 

 
 Address: AMC Forum 30 (44681 

Mound Road, Sterling Heights), 
AMC Livonia 20 (19500 Haggerty 
Road, Livonia), AMC Star Gratiot 
15 (35705 S. Gratiot Ave., 
Clinton Township) 

 Time: Check with your local 
theater 

 Cost: Standard ticket rates apply 
Kids and adults with sensory processing 
disorders enjoy a movie screening in a safe, 
supportive and sensory-friendly environment. 
See Dark Phoenix on June 11, The Secret Life of 
Pets 2 on June 22 and Men In Black 
International on June 25. 

 

Sky Zone 
Brighton, MI 

 

A special time for our extra special jumpers. 
Every effort is made to accommodate all 
jumpers with any kind of special needs. The 
first hour is low sensory, with no music. The 
second hour will include music due to other 
programming. 
 
9:00am-11:00am 
 
Dates: 
July 7th 
October 6th 
 

Special Olympics Area 27 
http://www.somi.org/area27/  

 
810-844-2140 (Beth Krause, 

Director) 

Provides year-round sports training 
and athletic competition for children 
and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. Athletes develop physical 
fitness, demonstrate courage and 
experience joy while participating in 
the sharing of gifts, skills and 
friendship among their families, 
Special Olympics athletes, and the 
community. 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Staff 

 

 

Pam Holloway 
 

Pam is a program consultant for the district. She attended Indiana University. 
 
In her spare time, she enjoys riding her bike and quilting. Her favorite thing about 
her job is working with families and children. 
  
Her advice to students is to be happy and work hard. 

 

Jessica Berner 
 

Jessie is a school social worker at Scranton Middle School.  She 
attended WMU for her undergraduate degree and MSU for graduate 
school. She enjoys watching baseball and hockey.   
 
Her advice to students is to “use your support when you need it and 
self-advocate for your needs.” 
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