Hawkins Happenings
November 23, 2021

HAWKINS ELEMENTARY
Start Time: 8:50 am
End Time 3:43 pm
Fax Number: 810-299-3910
Lunch Times
JK/K 11:15 - 11:35
1st 11:45 - 12:05
2nd 12:15 - 12:35
3rd 12:45 - 1:05
4th 1:15 - 1:35
8900 Lee Road, Brighton, MI, U…

mcauliffec@brightonk12.com

810-299-3900

brightonk12.com/Domain/52

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Happy Friday Hawkins Families,
It's hard to believe it is actually Thanksgiving week. I am not going to sugar coat it, we have
had a rough few weeks dealing with Covid. I know it has impacted all of you in one way or
another. It is so difficult because we as a Hawkins family have individuals on all sides of the
debate on how this should be handled. All I can say is that here at Hawkins we are trying to do
everything we can to keep our students safe. I can’t even imagine as a parent how frustrating it
is to have your child quarantined, especially more than once. Many of you have reached out
with your opinions on both sides and I truly understand. We have made changes weekly to try
to keep our kids in school, and I can say that these changes have helped in the number of
students quarantined per case, but not in the number of cases.
Enough about that, I want to take a minute and just say how wonderful our students are. They
are living through this craziness and are excelling. I watch them learning in the classroom,
laughing at lunch, playing at recess and I realize that they are building a resiliency that they will
use for a lifetime. I also am so thankful for my staff, they put your children first every day, and
go out of their way to work with parents they know are having a difficult time keeping up.
Finally, I am thankful for each and every one of you, the families at Hawkins. This is where I

was meant to be, and I hope that I can help to lead you through this difficult time and come
out of it stronger and with a pride that we did it, together.
On a personal note, I am so excited for the break. For the first time in three years I will have all
three girls, as well as my parents, home for Thanksgiving. Christy got back from Singapore,
but after only a week was offered a dancing job in a music video shot in Puerto Rico, so she
flew out last Sunday and will be back today. Rachel is still knee deep in clinicals, so we don’t
get to see her often. My youngest has one week left at the Police Academy and then her final
test and then she will be an official Police Officer in Port Huron. I can’t believe how grown up
they are, so please enjoy every minute of your children and don’t blink. We will be wrapping up
the weekend with the girls, my wife and I all going to the Michigan vs OSU game. Hoping for a
big win (but not feeling very confident after watching them vs MSU).
Have a great weekend, so happy to be your principal.
Brighton Area Schools partner BSN Sports & Nike have set up on-line stores for our students
and parents at all of our buildings at BAS with their Grand Openings happening now; all
merchandise being discounted 25% to mark the rollout. If you're looking for Brighton Bulldog
apparel for men, women, children or wall signs, decals, tumblers etc., they have a wide array of
products that are great for everyday or for your holiday shopping needs. The link for shopping
and saving is on the homepage of BHS or you can just click here:
https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/michigan/brighton/hawkins-elementary-school

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC ROOM - 4TH GRADE MUSIC
PERFORMANCE
This year for 4th grade, we are performing one of the most popular components in our music
curriculum. Our performance is called “Family Folk Dance Night” and will include you this year.
At the performance, I invite you to perform our songs with your child. Our fourth-grade
students are working very hard and are inviting you to participate in their performance on
Monday, December 6th in the cafeteria. The times are listed below for each class. If you have
any questions please email me. Thank you and I look forward to seeing you on December 6th.
Monday, December 6th, 2021
Mrs. Kocab’s Class at 5:45 p.m.
(student arrival time – 5:35 p.m.)
Mrs. Wood’s Class at 6:25 p.m.
(student arrival time – 6:15 p.m.)
Mrs. Ward’s Class at 7:05 p.m.
(student arrival time – 6:55 p.m.)
Mrs. Newman’s Class at 7:40 p.m.
(student arrival time 7:30 p.m.)

NEWS FROM THE BUS GARAGE
Bus route #50 out of Hawkins will be suspended from 11/30-12/10 due to driver shortage.
The bus garage will be sending a mass email today, and a letter home tonight to all the riders.
We will also send ANOTHER letter via email to the parents on Sunday 11/28.
Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause you.
Laura O'Lewin
Director of Transportation
Brighton Area Schools
5800 Borderline Drive
Brighton, MI 48116
Office: 810.299.3890
Cell: 810.588.2219
olewinl@brightonk12.com

THANK YOU MR. MONROE!
Hawkins students and staff would like to send a big Husky "THANK YOU" to local artist and
author Mike Monroe. Mr. Monroe was kind enough to make time during his busy summer
schedule to paint a beautiful mural down our Junior Kindergarten/Kindergarten hallway. His is
pictured below with Mrs. Grabowski and Mrs. Loiselle's Junior Kindergarten class. It is truly a
beautiful work of art.

MICHIGAN DESIGN PRIZE WINNER!
Katelyn Vollbrectht won silver in her age group for her design entry to the Michigan Design
Prize competition.
Last year's AE classes created designs to address the Michigan Design Prize challenge The
Michigan Design Council judges student designs and picks three finalists from entries across
the state. Katelyn was chosen as a finalist. Like all finalists, she was partnered with an
industrial designer in the field, and together the designer and Katelyn fleshed out her design
concept and the designer created a rendering of Katelyns design. The awards ceremony was
held virtually on Saturday, and Katelyns's design won silver.
You can see the 2020 winners here: http://michigandesigncouncil.org/2020-finalists-andwinners.html The 2021 winners's designs have not been posted yet.
Thank you!
Sarah Tchoryk
Academic Enrichment Coach

GLEANERS CANNED FOOD DRIVE
Hawkins will be having our annual Gleaners Canned Food Drive beginning on October 25th and
running through December 3. This is a great opportunity to help out the less fortunate in our
own community. We will be collecting non-perishable food items. All your child has to do is
bring the food item(s) to their classroom. The class that collects the most items will win an
extra PE class in December.

LOST AND FOUND
Hawkins lost and found is starting to pile up. If your child is missing a hat, coat, gloves, etc.
please check it. Anything left prior to Winter Break in December will be donated.

CLASSROOM WISH LISTS

If you are interested in donating additional items to your child's classroom, please click on the
link(s) below to view their Amazon Wish Lists. We have added a few new ones since last
weeks newsletter so be sure to check them out.
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Hawkins Staff Amazon Wish Lists - Sheet1.pdf
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COUNSELING CORNER
To build off of our learning in October where we focused on Anti-Bullying Awareness, this
month in counseling we are focusing on problem solving. This will consist of reading through
scenarios, and talking about possible avenues or solutions to problems as well as practicing
the use of sentence frames that give students a framework to pull from. When we use
effective problem solving, we acknowledge alternative perspectives, respect one another’s
emotions, and overall have more successful relationships.
Lets Connect: If you are noticing some behaviors that are interfering with your child’s success
in the classroom, please feel free to complete my parent referral form and we can work
together to determine if supports are needed at school.
More Resources: The Elementary Counseling Team also has the BAS Elementary Counseling
(New Updates!) website for ideas and resources to be used at home!
Mrs. Fox
Hilton & Hawkins Elementary
Mrs. Fox
Hilton/Hawkins
foxra@brightonk12.com
https://sites.google.com/brightonk12.com/bas-elementary-counseling/home

REPORTING AN ABSENCE
If your child is going to be absent, please call the Hawkins attendance Line (810-299-3900
then press 2). Please state your child's name, teacher, date of absence and reason for the
absence (type of illness, doctor appointment, vacation etc). If your child has been diagnosed
with a specific ailment (COVID19, strep throat, pink eye, influenza, chicken pox) please state
that in the voicemail message. If your child has not been diagnosed with a specific ailment but
is having specific symptoms please let us know the symptoms your child is experiencing.
Hawkins appreciates your help!
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6359915/UPDATED-COVID-19-Self-Report-Form

The link listed above is for the Livingston County Health Department Covid self-reporting
form. This link is used if someone in your household tests positive for Covid.

https://www.rboei.com/

https://locations.sylvanlearning

https://www.brandonkrugh.com

.com/us/brighton-mi
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PTO NEWS
Hello Hawkins Families,
Class shirts are available to purchase!! Below is the link for ordering:
https://www.ivoryvines.com/collections/hawkins-elementary
Pick up will be at Ivory Vines or they can be shipped to your house. Parent shirts are available
as well!
Gift it Forward Wreath Fundraiser started November 1st and goes until December 1st. All
proceeds go to the Shelly Compton Fund!
The Holiday Gift Shop is coming to Hawkins the week after Thanksgiving! Information is being
sent home with your student(s) but everything you need to know can be found on our google
participation form (https://forms.gle/ihKWfoAo6crTiCox8) for your convenience! Please fill out
a google form for each student and let us know if your student will be participating (or not) in
this gift-giving experience!
For those interested in helping out during the Holiday Shop hours please sign up
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as long as they have completed the BAS volunteer background check for this year
(www.brightonk12.com/Page/99) so reach out to aunts and uncles, grandmas and grandpas!
The more the merrier!
The google form has a lot of helpful information as you complete it but if you have any further
questions please e-mail sisson.jessica@gmail.com
Our next PTO meeting is December 8th at 6pm, hope to see you all there!
Have a great weekend,
Hawkins PTO
hawkinspto@gmail.com

https://www.straightline.com/

http://devine-electric.com/

VOLUNTEERS
All parent volunteers must undergo a background check in order to work with Brighton Area
Schools students. ONLINE Volunteer Form
Brighton Area Schools reserves the right to "approve" or "deny" any volunteer service upon
review of the background check returned. The determination will be based upon individual
fitness to have responsibility for the safety and wellbeing of children. Providing false
information is grounds for immediate volunteer denial.

SUGGESTIONS AND REMINDERS...
For the 21/22 school year, we are recommending all students, grades JK-4, have an extra set of
clothes to keep in their backpack or locker in case of emergency (i.e. bathroom accidents,
playground mishaps, lunchroom spills, ripped or torn clothes etc.) We appreciate your help!!!

EMAIL/PHONE NUMBER AND ADDRESS CHANGES

If you need to change a contact phone number or email address you can do so through Parent.
Connect at https://www.brightonk12.com/Page/144
If you do not know your Parent Connect login information, please follow the instructions on
the Brighton Area Schools website.
PLEASE NOTE: Address changes CANNOT be completed through Parent Connect. Address
changes must be completed by filling out a change of address form along with 3 copies of
proof of residency. Details are listed on the change of address form which is available by
clicking on the link below. Since in person drop off is not an option at this time, forms can be
scanned and emailed to samanij@brightonk12.com
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