
Create a children’s book  
 

See examples of books in the classroom and visit the site below for how to draw characters 
http://www.how-to-draw-funny-cartoons.com/cartoon-characters.html  
 

In order to create your storyline……..Answer these questions FIRST: 
1. Who is the main character? 

 
 
 
 

2. Is the character happy, mysterious, curious, afraid, adventurous ….. 
 
 
 
 

3. When does this take place? Past, present, future, day or night…. 
 

 
 
 
 

4. Where does this take place? Land, sea, vehicle, space 
 
 
 
 

5. Why is this written, what is the morale of the story/metaphor/problem solved? 
 
 
 
 

6. How does the problem start and how is the problem solved? 
 
 
 

SETUP 
Create the:  - graphics and/or whole page in Illustrator    &      Layout in InDesign and embed files           
SIZE = 4.25 width x 5.5 height   
12 pages   with 0.25 margins 
Insert page numbers =  Type, insert, special characters 
Use the pages palette, master pages to put a border or page numbers on ALL pages at once 

Items to Include 
Title Background developed 

10 pages(book)     Book – storyline  

Author (that’s you) Colorful 

Similar style/look on each page Overall theme 

Page #’s (book)     Problem /issue obvious start and finish 

Character(s) you designed Include: Most if not all of the above techniques  

http://www.how-to-draw-funny-cartoons.com/cartoon-characters.html


 
Techniques 

 

Shapes 
color 

pen tool 
text typing 

tracing 
embedding a file 

layers 
type on a path 

gradient 
alignment 

multiple strokes 
live paint 

effects 
transparent color 

frame tool – place image 
layers 

stroke 
create outlines 

path finder 
opacity 

arrange objects 
backgrounds 

grouping objects 
symbols 

tinted objects 
rotate objects 

anchor points + and - 
use arrow keys to add more sides 

drop shadow 
warp tool 

eyedropper  
step and repeat 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Examples of how to draw characters using shapes and lines in Illustrator. 
 

Example of a type of book where there are words and pictures. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

PLACE all graphics from Illustrator and then EMBED ALL FILES 

For ALL Text in InDesign you MUST create outlines 


